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This concise, image-heavy text provides a step-by-step guide to performing common surgical 
procedures encountered in small animal general practice. A resource for busy practitioners 
as well as upper-level veterinary students, it offers a “how to” with tips and tricks. Select 
surgical procedures are broken down into steps, including suggested suture materials and 
patterns.
The spiral-bound, portable format allows practitioners to reference the book, open, during 
surgery. The bullet point presentation also enables fast review of “need to know” information 
prior to entering the operating room. Highlights include:

•	 Over 240 high-quality images
•	 Practical stepwise information
•	 Key tips for each procedure

Busy private practitioners, especially early career, frequently need a quick refresh on the 
specific procedure they’re about to perform or are performing. This book simply explains the 
procedure, some common pitfalls, and how to avoid them. An accompanying online video 
also aids vets and students in visualizing the surgery.
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To our veterinary students and residents, past, future, and present. 
You are a constant reminder of the power of knowledge and 
compassionate care. Keep learning, striving to do your best, and never 
forget the profound impact you have on the lives of those you serve.
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1

STANDARD INSTRUMENTATION FOR 
SOFT TISSUE SURGERY

The following items are useful when building a standard surgical pack. A sterile indicator 
should be included with every pack and assessed prior to use of instruments on a patient.

•	 Instrument tray sized for all instruments to be included

•	 Sterile gauze with radiopaque markers, counted
•	 Sterile laparotomy sponges with radiopaque markers, counted
•	 Baukhaus towel clamps (12: 6 for underdrape and 6 for overdrape)

https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003391630-2


4  Practical Handbook of Small Animal Soft Tissue Surgery

﻿

•	 Thumb forceps:
•	 Debakey forceps (2, used  

for delicate tissue  
handling)

•	 Brown Adson forceps (2, used 
for tougher tissues such as the 
linea or other fascia)

•	 Needle drivers (1 small and 1 large)

•	 Blade handles (2: consider 1 #10 blade and 1 #15 blade for larger surgeries)
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•	 Scissors:
•	 Sharp/blunt 

scissors  
(1, for cutting 
suture) 

•	 Metzenbaum 
scissors (at least 
1 pair, consider 
1 small and 1 
larger pair, for 
delicate tissues) 

•	 Mayo scissors 
(1, for cutting 
tougher  
tissues) 

•	 Mosquito hemostats (2 curved, 2 straight)

•	 Larger Kelly or Crile forceps (2 curved, 2 straight)
•	 Allis tissue forceps (2)
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•	 Optional items that are useful:

•	 Balfour Retractor
•	 Suction tubing with  

a Poole suction tip

•	 Monopolar electrosurgery 
handpiece

•	 Babcock forceps (for atrau-
matically grasping stomach or 
urinary bladder)

•	 Retractors:
•	 Army Navy (1) •	 Blunt Senn retractors (1–2) 
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•	 Doyen forceps for luminal occlusion during gastrointestinal surgery (2)

When performing contaminated surgeries, separate gloves and instruments should be used 
for incision closure. These can be separated from the primary pack into a sterile towel or 
wrapped separately and opened when contaminated procedures are completed. Consider 
including 1 each of the following:

•	 Sterile gauze (at least 5)
•	 Needle drivers
•	 Brown Adson forceps
•	 Debakey forceps
•	 Sharp/blunt scissors
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